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guilty in the conspiracy to bomb our embassies in East Africa were US
citizens, and a senior EIJ member lived in California in the mid-1990s.

A clandestine source said in 1998 that a Bin Ladin cell in New York
was recruiting Muslim-American youth for attacks.

We have not been able to corroborate some of the more sensational threat
reporting, such as that from a [—] service in 1998 saying that Bin Ladin
wanted to hijack a US aircraft to gain the release of “Blind Shaykh’
‘Umar ‘Abd al-Rahman and other US-held extremists.

Nevertheless, FBI information since that time indicates patterns of
suspicious activity in this country consistent with preparations for
hijackings or other types of attacks, including recent surveillance of
federal buildings in New York.

The FBI is conducting approximately 70 full field investigations
throughout the US that it considers Bin Ladin-related. CIA and
the FBI are investigating a call to our Embassy in the UAE in May
saying that a group of Bin Ladin supporters was in the US plan=
ning attacks with explosives.

of buildings in New York, the threat phoned in to the embassy, or the fact that
the FBI had approximately 70 ongoing bin Ladin—related investigations.3® No
CSG or other NSC meeting was held to discuss the possible threat of a strike
in the United States as a result of this report.

Late in the month, a foreign service reported that Abu Zubaydah was con=
sidering mounting terrorist attacks in the United States, after postponing pos=
sible operations in Europe. No targets, timing, or method of attack were
provided.3?

We have found no indication of any further discussion before September
11 among the President and his top advisers of the possibility of a threat of an
al Qaeda attack in the United States. DCI Tenet visited President Bush in
Crawford, Texas, on August 17 and participated in PDB briefings of the Pres=
ident between August 31 (after the President had returned to Washington) and
September 10. But Tenet does not recall any discussions with the President of
the domestic threat during this period.40

Most of the intelligence community recognized in the summer of 2001 that
the number and severity of threat reports were unprecedented. Many officials
told us that they knew something terrible was planned, and they were desper=
ate to stop it. Despite their large number, the threats received contained few



