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D.1 Introduction 

WTC steel data collection efforts were undertaken by the Building Performance Study (BPS) Team and 
the Structural Engineers Association of New York (SEAoNY) to identify significant steel pieces from WTC 1, 
2, 5, and 7 for further study. The methods used to identify and document steel pieces are presented, as well 
as a spreadsheet that documents the data for steel pieces inspected at various sites from October 2001 
through March 2002. 

D.2 Project Background 
Collection and storage of steel members from the WTC site was not part of the BPS Team efforts sponsored 

by FEMA and the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). SEAoNY offered to organize a volunteer team 
of SEAoNY engineers to collect certain WTC steel pieces for future building performance studies. Visiting 
Ground Zero in early October 2001, SEAoNY engineers, with the assistance from the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction (DDC), identified and set aside some steel pieces for further study. 

Of the estimated 1.5 million tons of WTC concrete, steel, and other debris, more than 350,000 tons 
of steel have been extracted from Ground Zero and barged or trucked to salvage yards where it is cut up for 
recycling. Salvage yard operations are shown in Figures D-1 through D-3. Four salvage yards were 
contracted to process WTC steel: 

• Hugo Nue Schnitzer at Fresh Kills (FK) Landfill, Staten Island, NJ 

• Hugo Nue Schnitzer’s Claremont (CM) Terminal in Jersey City, NJ 

• Metal Management in Newark (NW), NJ 

• Blanford and Co. in Keasbey (KB), NJ 

SEAoNY appealed to its membership for experienced senior engineers to visit the salvage yards on a 
volunteer basis, and to identify and set aside promising steel pieces for further evaluation. Seventeen 
volunteer SEAoNY engineers started going to the yards in November 2001. A list of engineers and others 
who contributed to this effort is included in Appendix G of this report. 

As of March 15, 2002, a total of 131 engineer visits had been made to these yards on 57 separate days. 
An engineer visit typically ranged from a few hours to an entire day at a salvage yard. The duration of the 
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