
CHAPTER 2: WTC 1 and WTC 2 

conducted to understand how well they withstand such mechanical damage and to determine 
whether it is appropriate and feasible to improve their resistance to such damage. 

• In the past, tall buildings have occasionally been damaged, typically by earthquakes, and 
experienced collapse within the damaged zones. Those structures were able to arrest collapse before 
they progressed to a state of total collapse. The two WTC towers were able to arrest collapse from the 
impact damage, but not from the resulting fires when combined with the impact effects of the 
aircraft attacks. Studies should be conducted to determine, given the great size and weight of the two 
towers, whether there are feasible design and construction features that would permit such buildings 
to arrest or limit a collapse, once it began. 
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