
CHAPTER 3: WTC 3


building to check on the safety of guests and firefighters, and incurred fatal injuries on the guest room floors 
upon collapse of WTC 2. 

3.3.2 Building Response 
The response of WTC 3 to the September 11 events is complex and noteworthy. WTC 3 was 

subjected to two loading events. The first event involved the collapse of WTC 2, which stood 
immediately east of WTC 3. Due to its proximity to WTC 2, substantial amounts of debris fell directly 
on the roof of WTC 3. Figure 3-6 shows large portions of the prefabricated assemblies from WTC 2 
falling on top of WTC 3. 

Debris from WTC 2 struck the building with sufficient force to crush approximately 16 stories in the 
center of the building, as shown in Figure 3-7. In spite of this extensive damage, the collapse did not 

Figure 3-6

Exterior columns from the collapse of WTC

2 falling on the southern part of WTC 3.
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