
CHAPTER 3: WTC 3


Figure 3-8 Remains of WTC 3 after collapse of WTC 1 and WTC 2. 

3.4 Observations 
WTC 3 was subjected to extraordinary loading from the impact and weight of debris from the two 

adjacent 110-story towers. It is noteworthy that the building resisted both horizontal and vertical 
progressive collapse when subjected to debris from WTC 2. The overloaded portions were able to break 
away from the rest of the structure without pulling it down, and the remaining structural system was able 
to remain stable and support the debris load. The structure was even capable of protecting occupants on 
lower floors after the collapse of WTC 1. 

3.5 Recommendations 
WTC 3 should be studied further to understand how it resisted progressive collapse. 
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