
CHAPTER 5: WTC 7


Figure 5-17, a photograph taken across from the World Financial Center (WFC), shows the west 
elevation and indicates damage at the southwest corner of WTC 7 at the 24th, 25th, and 39th through 
46th floors. 

According to the account of a firefighter who walked the 9th floor along the south side following the 
collapse of WTC 1, the only damage to the 9th floor façade occurred at the southwest corner. According to 
firefighters’ eyewitness accounts from outside of the building, approximately floors 8-18 were damaged to 
some degree. Other eyewitness accounts relate that there was additional damage to the south elevation. 

5.5.3 Fires at WTC 7 
Currently, there is limited information about the ignition and development of fires at WTC 7, as well 

as about the specific fuels that may have been involved during the course of the fire. It is likely that fires 
started as a result of debris from the collapse of WTC 1. 

According to fire service personnel, fires were initially seen to be present on non-contiguous floors on 
the south side of WTC 7 at approximately floors 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, and 19. The presence of fire and smoke on 
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