
CHAPTER 5: WTC 7


Figure 5-20

View from the north of WTC 7 with both

mechanical penthouses intact.


The debris generated by the collapse of WTC 7 spread mainly westward toward the Verizon building, 
and to the south. The debris significantly damaged 30 West Broadway to the north, but did not appear to 
have structurally damaged the Irving Trust building at 101 Barclay Street to the north or the Post Office at 
90 Church Street to the east. The average debris field radius was approximately 70 feet. Figures 5-12(C) and 
5-26 show an approximation of the extent of the debris after the collapse of WTC 7. 

5.6	 Potential Collapse Mechanism 

5.6.1 Probable Collapse Initiation Events 
WTC 7 collapsed approximately 7 hours after the collapse of WTC 1. Preliminary indications were 

that, due to lack of water, no manual firefighting actions were taken by FDNY. 

Section 5.5.4 describes the sequence of the WTC 7 collapse. The described sequence is consistent 
with building collapse resulting from an initial (triggering) failure that occurred internally in the east 
portion of a lower floor in the building. There is no clear evidence of exactly where or on which floor the 
initiating failure occurred. Possibilities can be divided into three potential scenarios based on floor. In each 
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