
CHAPTER 6: Bankers Trust Building 

After the exterior glazing was penetrated by the debris, the dust cloud resulting from the collapse of 
the towers deposited a layer of dust an inch or more thick throughout the northern part of the building. 
The 2nd floor lobby area had extensive broken glass, general debris, and dust (Figure 6-11). Figure 6-12 
shows a typical office near the collapsed area at the 8th floor. 

Although fire sprinkler piping was damaged in the collapse area, causing water to flow on the floor, in 
general, sprinkler piping throughout other portions of the building remained intact and the building was 
basically dry. Water pressure in the domestic system was available in upper floors. Ceiling systems generally 
remained intact, except at the collapsed areas of the building. 

6.5 Fireproofing 
The structural steel sections were fireproofed with a spray-applied non-asbestos fireproofing 

material. The thickness on the beam flanges was observed to be on the order of 1/2 inch thick. Many of 
the rolled steel shapes appeared to be almost completely bare of fireproofing where directly impacted by 
debris; the remainder of the fireproofing appeared intact even in the damaged areas. Because fires were 
not ignited in combination with this structural damage, the damaged fireproofing did not affect the 
performance of the building. 

6.6 Overall Assessment 
Except for the canopy structure on the north side of the building, which was crushed by falling debris, 

the building withstood the debris impact well. Excluding the framing and supported floors in the immediate 
zone of impact and several floors immediately below this area, the structure remained in good condition and 
serviceable. Repair of the structure should be feasible. 

Figure 6-12

Office at the north side of the 8th floor.
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