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the United States. The Transportation Security Administration Assistant Under Secretary 

of Intelligence testified that, had he received the July 2001 FBI Phoenix field office 

agent’s Electronic Communication, for example, he would have “…started to ask a lot 

more probing questions of the FBI as to what this was all about…what connections these 

people may have had to flight schools, by going back to the Airmen Registry in 

Oklahoma City that is maintained by the FAA to try to identify additional people.” 

The INS also was not privy to the presence of two known terrorists inside the 

United States. The INS Deputy Executive Associate Commissioner testified to the Joint

Inquiry hearing on October 1, 2002 that “there is a likelihood” that INS agents would 

have been able to stop al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi in August 2001. The INS Law 

Enforcement Support Center (LESC) has been in operation for more than ten years. It is 

[page 92] capable of querying every INS database and is available on a 24 hour per day, 

seven-day per week basis. The LESC reportedly can provide information in about seven 

minutes on the legal status of individuals in the United States. 

In their testimony before the Joint Inquiry hearing, state and local government

witnesses were adamant about the necessity of the intelligence and law enforcement

agencies sharing terrorist information with state and local authorities. Former Virginia 

Governor James Gilmore stated that, in his entire four-year term, he never received any 

intelligence or law enforcement information regarding terrorists. Governor Gilmore also 

testified that:

. . . to the extent that there has been intelligence sharing, it has been ad 
hoc. It has been without a real systematic approach. And what would you 
expect. With the Intelligence Comnunity, it is not within the culture if not 
within the statute that you don't share information. If you do, you are even 
subject to criminal penalties not to mention the danger of sharing 
information and to the danger of people who provide it. And the capacities 
of the United States in order to gather it. 

In addition, he explained that he was not even given a security clearance while he was 

Governor that would have allowed him to be briefed on possible terrorist plots. 

The Police Commissioner of Baltimore stated at the same hearing that he does not 

receive intelligence information about suspected terrorists living in his jurisdiction even 
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