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The Joint Inquiry has identified [ ] major types of military participation in, or 

support for, operations to counter Usama Bin Ladin’s terrorist network prior to 

September 11: 

• On August 20, 1998, following the bombings of two U.S. embassies in East

Africa, the U.S. military, acting on President Clinton’s orders, launched cruise 

missiles at Usama Bin Ladin-related targets in Sudan and Afghanistan. One of 

the objectives of those strikes was to kill Usama Bin Ladin. As former National

Security Advisor Sandy Berger testified: “we [were] trying to kill Bin Ladin, we 

dropped cruise missiles on him;”

• Between 1999 and 2001, the U.S. military positioned a number of Navy ships and 

submarines armed with cruise missiles in the North Arabian Sea to launch 

additional cruise missile strikes at Bin Ladin in the event the Intelligence

Community was able to obtain precise information on his whereabouts in 

Afghanistan; and 

• [In 2000 and 2001, the Joint Staff and U.S. Air Force provided technical 

assistance in the development of the Predator unmanned aerial vehicle as a [Page

114] second source of intelligence on Usama Bin Ladin’s precise whereabouts in 

Afghanistan. Former National Security Advisor Sandy Berger told the Joint 

Inquiry that: 

The Clinton Administration was engaged in an active strategy against Bin 
Ladin and was continuously examining new initiatives for defeating Bin 
Ladin and al-Qa’ida, given what was known and the allies available at the 
time. For example, in 2000, we developed the Predator program, which 
was successfully tested in late 2000 and was available to be 
operationalized as a critical intelligence platform to confirm intelligence
on his whereabouts when the weather cleared in the Spring of 2001]. 

In general, however, the CIA and U.S. military did not engage in joint operations,

pool their assets, or develop joint plans against Usama Bin Ladin in Afghanistan prior to 

September 11, 2001 – despite interest in such joint operations at the CIA. Commenting

on the idea of the CIA and U.S. military engaging in joint operations, a former Chief of 

CTC testified:
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