I think it is absolutely great [idea]. This is something we have been
advocating for a long time. If you want to go to war, you take the CIA, its
clandestinity, its authorities, and you match it up with special operations
forces of the U.S. military, you can really — you can really do some
damage.... This is something that we have tried to advocate at the
working level, and we haven’t made much progress. But, if this is
something that [the Congress] would like to look into, it would be great
for the United States.

Similarly, a former Chief of CTC's special Bin Ladin unit said: “As someone who
served [—1 and worked with special forces, they want to work with us and we want
to work with them. History was made between the CIA and special forces. We need to
do that.” However, the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff told the Joint
Inquiry that he did not believe in joint operations with the CIA. He said, “I want to make
sure the military piece of the plan is under military control, and not predicated on the

CIA’s piece being successful.”

15. Finding: The Intelligence Community depended heavily on foreign intelligence
and law enforcement services for the collection of counterterrorism intelligence and
the conduct of other counterterrorism activities. The results were mixed in terms of
productive intelligence, reflecting vast differences in the ability and willingness of
the various foreign services to target the Bin Ladin and al-Qa’ida network.
Intelligence Community agencies sometimes failed to coordinate their relationships
with foreign services adequately, either within the Intelligence Community or with
broader U.S. Government liaison and foreign policy efforts. This reliance on
foreign liaison services also resulted in a lack of focus on the development of
unilateral human sources.

Discussion: [In the mid-1990s, CIA counterterrorism officials decided that
unilateral operations alone were of limited value in penetrating al-Qa’ida and that foreign
liaison services could serve as a force multiplier. Foreign intelligence and security

services often had excellent local knowledge and capabilities; [

]. Therefore, CIA, FBI, NSA, and other Intelligence Community

agencies strengthened their liaison relationships with existing foreign partners and forged

new relationships to fight al-Qa’ida and other radical groups. For example, the CIA [—
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