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]. The FBI expanded its Legal 

Attache (Legat) program]. 

[Despite those efforts, many weaknesses in foreign liaison relationships were 

apparent before the September 11 attacks.  These weaknesses limited the amount and 

quality of the counterterrorism intelligence received as a result of those relationships. For

example, individuals in some liaison services organization are believed to have 

cooperated with terrorist groups]. 

[Regarding Saudi Arabia, former FBI Director Louis Freeh testified that,

following the 1996 Khobar Towers bombing, the FBI “was able to forge an effective 

working relationship with the Saudi police and Interior Ministry.” A considerable 

amount of personal effort by Director Freeh helped to secure what he described as 

“unprecedented and invaluable” assistance in the Khobar Towers bombing investigation

from the Saudi Ambassador to the United States and the Saudi Interior Minister. By 

contrast, the Committees heard testimony from U.S. Government personnel that Saudi 

officials had been uncooperative and often did not act on information implicating Saudi 

nationals].
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[According to a U. S. Government official, it was clear from about 1996 that the 

Saudi Government would not cooperate with the United States on matters relating to 

Usama Bin Ladin. [

], reemphasized the lack of Saudi cooperation and stated that there was 

little prospect of future cooperation regarding Bin Ladin. [

] told the Joint Inquiry that he believed the U.S. Government’s hope of eventually 

obtaining Saudi cooperation was unrealistic because Saudi assistance to the U.S. 

Government on this matter is contrary to Saudi national interests]. 

[A U. S. Government official testified to the Joint Inquiry on this issue [ 
] as follows:
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