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• In August 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that a 

group of unidentified Arabs planned to crash an explosive-laden plane from a 
foreign country into the World Trade Center; 

• In September 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that 
Usama Bin Ladin’s next operation could possibly involve flying an aircraft 
loaded with explosives into a U.S. airport; 

• In October 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that al-
Qa’ida was trying to establish an operative cell within the United States, and
that there might be an effort underway to recruit U.S. citizen- Islamists and
U.S.-based expatriates from the Middle East and North Africa;

• In September 1999, the Intelligence Community obtained information that 
Usama Bin Ladin and others were planning a terrorist act in the United States, 
possibly against specific landmarks in California and New York City; and 

• In late 1999, the Intelligence Community obtained information regarding the 
Bin Ladin network’s possible plans to attack targets in Washington, D. C. and 
New York City during the New Year’s Millennium celebrations. 

There is little indication of any sustained and successful national effort to 

mobilize public awareness about the gravity and immediacy of the threat prior to 

September 11, however. Specifically citing speeches by President Clinton at the United 

Nations in 1995 and at George Washington University in1996 regarding the fight against 

terrorism, former national Security Advisor Sandy Berger told the Inquiry that the 

President: “continuously attempted to raise public awareness of the terrorist threat, as a 

central challenge to our country and our future, [and] including in every State of the 

Union address for eight years.” 

Clearly, there were Presidential remarks regarding terrorism in the years before

September 11, 2001, including references to the threat that Bin Ladin’s network posed to 

the interests of the United States. There were also periodic statements and references to 

[page 132] the threat from terrorism and Bin Ladin in Congressional testimony and 

elsewhere by both the DCI and the FBI Director.

In an interview, Richard Clarke, the former National Counterterrorism 

Coordinator under President Clinton, pointed to background briefings to the press by his 

office immediately after the Millennium crisis in January-February 2000 and the 
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