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mission, a request that led to his being in the bomb truck. According to al-Owhali, the suicide 

driver had been present with him at Bin Ladin’s May 1998 press conference. 

U.S. investigators have also described Bin Ladin’s connection to the October 2000 attack 

on the United States Navy’s ship, USS Cole. The [ ], which 

figured in the East Africa embassy bombings, was also used in planning the attack on USS Cole.

In addition, Tawfiq bin Attash, known as Khallad, who had been a trainer at an al-Qa’ida camp

in Afghanistan, prepared an introduction in the summer of 1999 for Abdel Rahim al-Nashiri 

addressed to Jamal al-Badawi, who had trained under Khallad. Al-Nashiri is believed to be a 

long-time Bin Ladin operative and a first cousin of the suicide driver who attacked the U.S. 

Embassy in Kenya. Khallad appears to have directed the Cole operation from Afghanistan or 

Pakistan, while al-Nashiri was its local manager.

Investigators believe that Khallad’s letter set in motion plans to attack another U.S. Navy 

ship. Following al-Nashiri’s introduction, Badawi obtained the boat that would be used in the 

failed attack on USS The Sullivans in January 2000. The same boat was used later that year in 

the attack against USS Cole.

[In testimony to the Joint Inquiry, the DCI explained that, after September 11, 2001, CIA 

learned [ ] that “in 1996, Bin Ladin’s second-in-command, Muhammad Atif, drew up a 

study on the feasibility of hijacking U.S. planes and destroying them in flight.” Khalid Shaykh 

Muhammad proposed to Bin Ladin that the World Trade Center “be targeted by small aircraft 

packed with explosives.” Bin Ladin reportedly suggested using even larger planes]. 

According to the DCI, Muhammad Atif “chose the hijackers from young Arab men who 

had no previous terrorist activities.” After Bin Ladin had approved the selection, Khalid Shaykh 

[page 137] Muhammad “trained them and instructed them on acquiring pilot training” and 

“supervised the ‘final touches’ of the 11 September operation.” 
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