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Hamburg pilots, he may have been associated with al-Qa’ida even before moving to Germany in 

1995.” Bin al-Shibh flew to Spain in early September 2001. He disappeared until an interview 

with al-Jazeera was aired in September 2002, and he was captured in Pakistan on September 11, 

2002. Bin al-Shibh is now being held [ ] at an undisclosed location]. 

Atta lived at Marienstrasse 54 in Hamburg with Bin al-Shibh, Essabar, and Bahaji. 

Director Tenet testified that, after Bin al-Shibh failed to obtain a U.S. visa, “another cell 

member,” Essabar, “tried [on two occasions in December 2000] and failed to obtain a visa in 

January 2001” to travel to Florida while Atta and al-Shehhi were there. Uncorroborated sources 

report that Essabar was in Afghanistan in late September 2001. Bahaji left Germany on 

September 3, 2001 for Pakistan. Uncorroborated sources also placed him in Afghanistan in late 

September 2001. 

DCI Tenet testified that Muhammad Heydar Zammar was an acquaintance of members of 

Atta’s circle in Hamburg, where Zammar lived. Zammar, a German citizen born in Syria in 

1961, was described by DCI Tenet as “a known al-Qa’ida associate,” active in Islamic extremist

circles since the 1980s, who trained and fought in Afghanistan in 1991 and in Bosnia in 1995 and 

returned to Afghanistan a number of times between 1995 and 2000. 

It has been reported that U.S. and German officials believe that Zammar is a pivotal 

figure in understanding the genesis of the September 11 attacks. DCI Tenet told the Joint 

[page 141] Inquiry that Zammar “was taken into custody by the Moroccans [ ]”

when he traveled to Morocco to divorce his wife and that he was “moved from Morocco into 

Syrian custody, where he has remained.” It has also been reported that Zammar has provided 

details about the September 11 attacks to U.S. investigators. According to the DCI, Zammar has 

said that he met Atta, al-Shehhi, and Jarrah in the late 1990s in Hamburg’s al-Qods mosque and 

he “persuaded them to travel to Afghanistan to join the jihad.”

DCI Tenet testified that Atta may have traveled to Afghanistan for the first time in early 

1998. In June 1998, he applied for a new passport in Egypt, although his old one had not 

expired. This suggested, according to the DCI, “that he might have been trying to hide evidence 

of his travel to Afghanistan.” On November 29, 1999, Atta flew from Hamburg to Istanbul and 

then to Karachi. He left Pakistan to return to Hamburg on February 25, 2000. 
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