
TOP SECRET 

hijackers. This is supported by his apparent lengthy stay in Saudi Arabia and his arriving back in 

the United States only after the arrival of all the hijackers.” 

E. Final Organization of the Attacks 

Beginning in May 2001, each of the four pilot hijackers flew across the United States. 

FBI Director Mueller described these trips: “With their training complete, it appears that the 

pilots began conducting possible surveillance flights as passengers aboard cross-country flights 

transiting between the Northeast United States and California.” On May 24, al-Shehhi flew 

from New York to San Francisco on a Boeing 767 (seated in first class), leaving immediately on 

a Boeing 757 (seated in first class) to Las Vegas. On May 27, al-Shehhi left Las Vegas to San 

Francisco, continuing to New York on a Boeing 767 (seated in first class). On June 7, Jarrah 

flew from Baltimore via Los Angeles to Las [page 146] Vegas, returning to Baltimore on June 

10. On June 28, Atta flew from Boston to San Francisco, continuing to Las Vegas, departing 

there on July 1 through Denver to Boston. On August 13, Atta flew a second time across country 

from Washington to Las Vegas on a Boeing 757 (seated in first class), returning on August 14 to 

Ft. Lauderdale. On August 13, Hanjour and al-Hazmi (seated in first class) flew from Dulles to 

Las Vegas via Los Angeles. They left Las Vegas on August 14 on a flight to Minneapolis (close 

to Eagan, Minnesots, where Moussaoui had started flight lessons the day before), connecting an 

hour and a half later to a flight to Baltimore.

Director Mueller noted the Las Vegas layovers: 

Each of the return flights for these hijackers had layovers in Las Vegas. To date, 
the purpose of these one-to-two day layovers is not known. However, with 
respect to travel to Las Vegas, we know that at least one hijacker on each of the 
four hijacked airplanes traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada sometime between May 
and August of 2001. This travel consisted of an initial transcontinental trip from 
an east-coast city to a west-coast city, and a connection in that west-coast city to a 
Las Vegas-bound flight. 

Atta flew to Zurich from Miami in July 2001, continuing on to Madrid. He checked out 

of a Madrid hotel on July 9 and rented a car that he returned on July 19, after having driven 

1,908 kilometers. For the days immediately following July 9, Atta’s whereabouts are unknown 

until he checked into a hotel in Tarragona on Spain’s east coast on July 16. On July 9, Bin al-

Shibh flew from Hamburg to Tarragona, where he checked out of a hotel on July 10. His
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