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course at about 8:13 a.m.  At 8:45 a.m. Flight 11 crashed into the World Trade Center’s North 

Tower, which collapsed at 10:25 a.m.

Atta is believed to have been the pilot because he was the only Flight 11 hijacker known

to have had flight training. He spent the night before the attacks in Portland, Maine, flying to 

Boston on the morning of September 11. Atta’s luggage did not make the connection to Flight 

11. The FBI Director testified that a search “revealed a three page letter handwritten in Arabic  

which, upon translation, was found to contain instructions on how to prepare for a mission  

applicable, but not specific, to the September 11 operation.”  
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At approximately 7:58 a.m., United Airlines Flight 175, also bound for Los Angeles, left 

Logan with 65 passengers and crew members. At 9:05 a.m., Flight 175 crashed into the World

Trade Center’s South Tower, which collapsed at 9:55 a.m.  Marwan al-Shehhi is believed to have 

been the pilot.

As of December 2002, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner of the City of New 

York reported that 2792 persons are reported as missing as a result of the attacks on the World

Trade Center, including persons on the ground and passengers and crew of the two planes. Of

this number, 2743 death certificates have been issued. The Chief Medical Examiner has 

periodically revised the death toll based on continuing forensic and other determinations.

At approximately, 8:20 a.m., American Airlines Flight 77 left Dulles International

Airport for Los Angeles with 58 passengers and six crew members. The last routine radio 

contact with the plane was at 8:50 a.m. A few minutes later the plane made an unauthorized 

turn. At 9:39 a.m., Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon’s southwest side. In addition to the 

passengers and crew, 125 military and civilian Pentagon employees died. The pilot is believed

to have been Hani Hanjour. A copy of the letter in Atta’s luggage was found in a car registered 

to al-Hazmi that had been parked at Dulles. 

At approximately 8:42 a.m., United Airlines Flight 93 left Newark International Airport

for San Francisco with 37 passengers and seven crew members. Ziad Jarrah was the only one of 

four hijackers aboard known to have a pilot’s license; therefore, he is believed to have been the 
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