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pilot. At approximately 10:03 a.m., Flight 93 crashed into the ground at Stoney Creek Township 

in southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Telephone calls from passengers and crew to family and friends described attempts by 

passengers and crew to retake the plane prior to the crash. One call described three hijackers 

wearing bandanas and armed with knives, with one hijacker claiming to have a bomb strapped to 

his waist. Two hijackers entered the cockpit and closed the door behind them. The passengers 

were herded to the back of the plane.  The captain and co-pilot were seen lying on the floor of 

the First Class section, possibly [page 150] dead. At the words, “Let’s roll,” passengers rushed 

forward. As described by the FBI Director, the cockpit tape-recorder indicates that a hijacker,

minutes before Flight 93 hit the ground, “advised Jarrah to crash the plane and end the 

passengers attempt to retake the airplane.” 

A copy of the letter found in Atta’s baggage and al-Hazmi’s car was also found at the 

Flight 93 crash site. The FBI notes that some of the Arabic on the cockpit tape, “such as 

supplications to Allah, conforms to the suicide preparation instructions” in that letter. 

In the UAE, Alhawsawi, the plot financier, consolidated in his bank account funds the 

hijackers had returned, to which he added funds he withdrew from one of their accounts just 

hours before the September 11 attacks. He then flew to Karachi, Pakistan. His whereabouts are 

unknown.

II. Pentagon Flight Hijackers Khalid al-Mihdhar, Nawaf al-Hazmi, and Salem al-Hazmi

A.  The Malaysia Meeting and Identification of Khalid al-Mihdhar and 
Salem and Nawaf al-Hazmi – Watchlist Opportunity Lost

[In late 1999, the Intelligence Community launched a worldwide effort to disrupt terrorist 

operations that were planned to occur during the Millennium celebrations. A CIA officer told 

the Joint Inquiry that, as the Intelligence Community reviewed information from the 1998 East 

Africa embassy bombings, “a kind of tuning fork . . . buzzed when two individuals reportedly

planning a trip to Kuala Lumpur were linked indirectly to what appeared to be a support element

. . . involved with the Africa bombers.” One traveler, Khalid al-Mihdhar, started his journey to 

Malaysia from the Middle East, where, according to Joint Inquiry testimony from DCI Tenet, he 
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