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Attash had been a principal planner of the bombing and that two other participants in the Cole

conspiracy had delivered money to Khallad in Malaysia at the time of the Malaysia meeting. 

The FBI shared this information with the CIA, whose analysts decided to conduct a review of 

what was known about the meeting.

In January 2001, CIA concluded, based on statements by a joint CIA/FBI human source,

that Khallad appeared in one of the surveillance photos taken during the Malaysia meeting. The

CIA recognized that Khallad’s presence at the meeting was significant because it meant that the 

other attendees, including al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi, had been in direct contact with the key 

planner of the Cole attack for Bin Ladin’s network. DCI Tenet described the import of this 

development to the Joint Inquiry: [page 156] 

The Malaysian meeting took on greater significance in December 2000 when the 
investigation of the October 2000 USS Cole bombing linked some of Khalid al-
Mihdhar’s Malaysia connections with Cole bombing suspects. We further 
confirmed the suspected link between al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi and a person 
thought to be one of the chief planners of the Cole attack, via a joint FBI-CIA 
[human] asset. This was the first time that CIA could definitively place al-Hazmi
and al-Mihdhar with a known al-Qa’ida operative.

Although al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi had now been “definitively” placed “with a known 

al-Qai’ida operative,” the CIA once again did not act to add them to the State Department’s

watchlist. In January 2001, Khalid al-Mihdhar was abroad, his visa had expired, and he would 

have to clear a watchlist check before obtaining a new visa to re-enter the United States. 

The DCI testified that the information about Khallad resulted from a “joint case” the FBI 

and the CIA were conducting. The CTC Chief at the time also testified that the CIA ran “a joint 

operation with the FBI to determine if a Cole suspect was in a Kuala Lumpur surveillance

photo”:

Both agencies wanted to find out who killed our sailors. Both agencies were 
working to bring those terrorists to justice.  We were in the business of providing 
information to the FBI, not withholding it. 

The day after the photo identification by the joint CIA/FBI human source in January 

2001, the asset’s identification of Khallad in the photo was reported to CIA Headquarters. 

However, the Joint Inquiry found no information showing that the FBI representative on the 

scene, who also worked with that source, was told about the identification or that the information

149
TOP SECRET 


