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was provided to FBI Headquarters. To the contrary, contemporary documents over the next 

month strongly suggest that the FBI did not know of this development. It was not until August

30, 2001, that CIA Headquarters transmitted to the FBI a memorandum stating, “We wish to 

advise you that, during a previously scheduled meeting with our joint source,” Khallad was 

identified in a surveillance photo. 

E. The June 11, 2001 FBI/CIA Meeting and Khalid al-Mihdhar’s Return to the United 
States
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On May 15, 2001, the CTC Supervisor, who had just been detailed to the FBI, sent a 

request to CIA Headquarters for the surveillance photographs of the Malaysian meeting. In a 

May 18 e-mail to a CIA analyst, the CIA officer described the basis for his interest: 

. . . the reason (aside from trying to find a photo of the second Cole bomber) I’m
interested is because Khalid Mihdar’s two companions also were couriers of a 
sort, who traveled between [the Far East] and Los Angeles at the same time
(hazmi and salah). 

“Salah” was the name under which Khallad traveled during the Malaysian meeting. Thus,

information about al-Hazmi’s travel to the United States began to attract attention at CIA at least 

as early as May 18, 2001. 

Toward the end of May 2001, a CIA analyst contacted an Intelligence Operations 

Specialist (IOS) at FBI Headquarters about the surveillance photographs. The CIA wanted the 

FBI to review the photographs to determine whether a person in the custody of [ ] officials in 

connection with the FBI’s Cole investigation, who had carried money to Southeast Asia for 

Khallad in January 2000, could be identified. When interviewed, the FBI IOS explained to the 

Joint Inquiry that the CIA had told her that the photographs had been taken during the Malaysia 

meeting, but had said nothing about al-Mihdhar’s potential travel to the United States. The CIA 

also did not tell the FBI IOS that the photographs were of a meeting Khallad had attended. 

[On June 11, 2001, the CIA analyst and FBI IOS traveled to New York to meet with FBI 

criminal case agents handling the Cole investigation. The New York agents were shown, but not 

given copies of [ ] of the [ ] surveillance photographs taken in Malaysia and were 

asked if they could identify anyone in them. A New York FBI agent testified to the Joint Inquiry 

that the agents pressed for information about the photographs and asked: “Why were you 
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