looking at this guy? You couldn’t have been following everybody around the Millennium. What
was the reason behind this?” Nonetheless, the agent said, “at the end of the day we knew the
name Khalid al-Mihdhar but nothing else.” The agent testified that he was told that “the
information could not be passed” at that time, but might be “in the days and weeks to come.”
However, no additional information was transmitted for use in a criminal case until after

September 11].

In addition to not being told why al-Mihdhar was being surveilled, the New York agents
were not told about his U.S. visa, Nawaf al-Hazmi’s travel to the United States, the January 2001
photo identification of Khallad, or the fact that the analyst had come upon material in a CIA
database that led him to conclude that “Al-Hazmi was an experienced [Mujahadeen].” The FBI
IOS had none of that information, but the CIA analyst who attended the New York meeting
acknowledged to the Joint Inquiry that he had seen all of it. In fact, he had received an e-mail
just three weeks earlier that referred to al-Hazmi’s travel to the United States. That information,
he related in a Joint Inquiry interview, “did not mean anything to him,” since he was interested in
terrorist connections to Yemen. The CIA analyst explained to the Joint Inquiry that the
information was operational in nature and he would not disclose it outside CIA unless he had

prior authority to do so.

Summing up the New York meeting and all that preceded it, the same CTC Supervisor on
detail to the FBI, who did not attend the meeting but knew of it testified:

[E]very place that something could have gone wrong in this over a year and a
half, it went wrong. All the processes that had been put in place, all the
safeguards, everything else, they failed at every possible opportunity. Nothing
went right.

On June 13, 2001, al-Mihdhar obtained a new U.S. visa in Jeddah, using a different
passport than the one he had used to enter the United States in January 2000. On his visa
application, he checked “no” in response to the question whether he had ever been in the United

States. On July 4, al-Mihdhar re-entered the United States.
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