In early July 2001, the same CTC Supervisor located in a CIA database the cable for
which he had been searching that contained information the CIA had acquired in January 2001
about Khallad’s attending the Malaysia meeting. He told the Joint Inquiry that Khallad’s
presence at the meeting deeply troubled him and he immediately sent an e-mail from FBI
Headquarters to CTC stating, “[Khallad] is a major league killer, who orchestrated the Cole

attack and possibly the Africa bombings.”

A review was launched at CIA of all cables regarding the Malaysia meeting. The task
fell largely to an FBI analyst assigned to CTC. On August 21, 2001, the analyst put together two
key pieces of information: the intelligence the CIA received in January 2000 that al-Mihdhar had
a multiple entry visa to the United States, and the information it received in March 2000 that al-
Hazmi had traveled to the United States. Working with an INS representative assigned to CTC,
the analyst learned that al-Mihdhar had entered the United States on January 15, 2000, had
departed on June 10, and had re-entered the United States on July 4, 2001. Suspicions were
further aroused by the fact that al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi had arrived in Los Angeles in January
2000, when Ahmed Ressam would have been in Los Angeles to conduct terrorist operations at

Los Angeles Airport, but for his apprehension at the U.S./Canada border in December 1999.

On August 23, 2001, the CIA sent a cable to the State Department, INS, Customs, and
FBI requesting that “Bin Ladin-related individuals,” al-Mihdhar, al-Hazmi, Khallad, and one
other person at the Malaysia meeting, be watchlisted immediately and denied entry into the
United States “due to their confirmed links to Egyptian Islamic Jihad operatives and suspicious
activities while traveling in East Asia.” Although the CIA believed that al-Mihdhar was already
in the United States, placing him on the watchlist would enable authorities to detain him if he
attempted to leave. The CIA cable stated that al-Hazmi had arrived in Los Angeles on January
15, 2000 on the same flight as al-Mihdhar and that there was no record of al-Hazmi’s departure.
On August 24, the State Department watchlisted al-Mihdhar, al-Hazmi, and the others listed in
the CIA cable. On August 27, it revoked the visa that al-Mihdhar had obtained in June.

G. The Search for Khalid al-Mihdhar

FBI Headquarters promptly sent to the FBI New York field office a draft communication

recommending the opening of “an intelligence investigation to determine if al-Mihdhar is still in
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