[Two September 11 hijackers, Khalid al-Mihdhar and Nawaf al-Hazmi, lived in San
Diego, California, beginning in February 2000. Al Mihdhar left San Diego in June 2000, while
al-Hazmi remained until December 2000, when he moved to Arizona. During the time they were
in San Diego, these two hijackers had numerous contacts with a long-time FBI counterterrorism
informant. A third hijacker, Hani Hanjour, may have had more limited contact with this

individual in December 2000].

CIA and FBI Headquarters had information tying al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi to al-Qa’ida
as early as January 2000 and later received information that they were in the United States. The
San Diego FBI field office received none of this information before September 11. As a result,

the informant was not asked to collect information about the hijackers.

[An FBI written response to the Joint Inquiry acknowledges questions about the
informant’s credibility, but the Administration and the FBI have objected to the Joint Inquiry’s
request to interview the informant and have refused to serve a Committee subpoena and notice of
deposition on the informant. As suggested by the FBI, the Joint Inquiry submitted written
interrogatories for response by the informant. Through an attorney, the informant declined to
respond and indicated that, if subpoenaed, the informant would require a grant of immunity prior
to testifying. Thus, this section has been prepared without access to the informant and in reliance

on FBI documents, interviews of FBI personnel, and FBI representations about the informant].

A. Background

[In the aftermath of the September 11 attacks, the San Diego FBI field office determined

that a long-time FBI counterterrorism informant had numerous contacts with Nawaf al-Hazmi

and Khalid al-Mihdhar].
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