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The FBI Phoenix field office agent who wrote the “Phoenix communication” testified 

that he believed this type of support network existed in Arizona before September 11: 

I cannot sit here and testify today that [Wadi] al-Haj established a network there. 
However, looking at things historically in Arizona we have seen persons go to 
school at the University of Arizona in Tucson who subsequently went on to 
become rather important figures in the al-Qa'ida organization . . . prior to al-
Qa'ida even coming into existence these people were living and going to school in 
Arizona. As al-Qa'ida formed and took off and became operational, we've seen 
these people travel back into the State of Arizona. We've seen Usama bin Ladin 
send people to Tucson to purchase an airplane for him [and] it's my opinion that's
not a coincidence. These people don't continue to come back to Arizona because 
they like the sunshine or they like the state. I believe that something was 
established there and I think it's been there for a long time. We're working very 
hard to try to identify that structure. So I cannot say with a degree of certainty 
that one is in place there. But . . . that's my investigative theory. . . . 

B.  Persons Known to the FBI with whom September 11 Hijackers may have Associated in 
the United States 

The Joint Inquiry identified a number of individuals known to the FBI through prior or 

then-current inquiries or investigations who had some degree of contact with some of the 

hijackers and are described below. 

a. Omar al-Bayoumi 

[Page 181] 

On January 15, 2000, following an important meeting of al-Qa’ida operatives in 

Malaysia, hijackers al-Hazmi and al-Midhar arrived in Los Angeles, where they remained for 

approximately two-and-a-half weeks. At one point, they met Omar al-Bayoumi. A person the 

FBI interviewed after September 11 says that he was with al-Bayoumi when the latter met al-

Hazmi and al-Mihdhar. This person says that al-Bayoumi invited him to travel to Los Angeles, 

explaining that he had business at the Saudi Consulate. When they arrived at the consulate, al-

Bayoumi met with someone behind closed doors. Al-Bayoumi and the person with whom he had 

traveled to Los Angeles went to a restaurant, where they met al-Hazmi and al-Mihdhar. Al-

Bayoumi struck up a conversation with al-Hazmi and al-Mihdhar after he heard them speaking 

Arabic, and he invited them to move to San Diego. Al-Bayoumi returned to San Diego after 

leaving the restaurant, and al-Hazmi and al-Mihdhar arrived in San Diego shortly thereafter. 
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