According to several FBI agents, the meeting at the restaurant may not have been
accidental. In fact, the FBI’s written response to the Joint Inquiry refers to the restaurant
encounter as a “somewhat suspicious meeting with the hijackers.” According to another person
the FBI interviewed after September 11, al-Bayoumi said before his trip that he was going to Los

Angeles to pick up visitors.

When al-Hazmi and al-Mihdhar moved to San Diego, al-Bayoumi gave them
considerable assistance. They stayed at al-Bayoumi’s apartment for several days, until he was
able to find them an apartment. Al-Bayoumi co-signed their lease and paid their first month’s
rent and security deposit. The FBI noted in a written response to the Joint Inquiry that “financial
records indicate a cash deposit of the same amount as the cashier’s check into al-Bayoumi’s bank
account on the same day, which suggests that the hijackers reimbursed him.” However, another
FBI document appears to reach a different conclusion: “a review of Khalid al-Mihdhar and
Nawaf al-Hazmi’s bank records indicate [sic] there is no bank documentation that supports the
reimbursement of [the rent money], or any monies to Omar al-Bayoumi from al-Hazmi or al-

Midhar.”

After the hijackers moved into their own apartment, al-Bayoumi organized and hosted a
party to welcome them to the San Diego community. He also tasked [——],* another
member of the Islamic Center of San Diego, to help them become acclimated to the United
States. [———], whose brother is the subject of an [———] counterterrorism
investigation, served as their translator, answered their questions about obtaining driver’s

licenses, and called a flight school in Florida for them.

[Since September 11, the FBI has learned that al-Bayoumi has connections to terrorist
elements. He has been tied to an imam abroad who has connections to al-Qa’ida. Further, the
FBI’s Executive Assistant Director for Counterterrorism and Counterintelligence described in

testimony before the Joint Inquiry FBI contacts “with the [ ] government about

collection on a person named [ ], who has ties to al-Qa’ida, who has ties to al-

* The identities of several individuals whose activities are discussed in this report have been deleted by the Joint
Inquiry. While the FBI has provided the Joint Inquiry with these names and those names are contained in the
classified version of this Final Report, the Joint Inquiry has decided to delete them from this unclassified version due
to the as yet unresolved nature of much of the information regarding their activities.
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