Bassnan had hosted a party for the “Blind Sheikh” in Washington, D.C. in 1992. However, the

FBI did not open an investigation].

The Intelligence Community had information connecting Bin Ladin to the EIJ as of

1996. [ ]. In addition,

FBI documents note that a high-level member of the EIJ was on Bin Ladin’s Shura Council. A
May 2000 FBI document indicates that FBI Headquarters personnel were not handling EIJ

matters due to resource constraints.

After September 11, the FBI developed information clearly indicating that Bassnan is an

extremist and a Bin Ladin supporter. [

In early December 2002, the FBI orally advised the Joint Inquiry that it would be amending its

written response to reflect the comments [
]. According to the FBI, the amended response will note that there is some evidence that
Bassnan had contact with the hijackers, but the FBI does not believe this evidence to be credible and has

not been able to corroborate this reporting through subsequent investigation.
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