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strain to travel to Los Angeles. The business manager informed the agent that he had lived in 

San Diego for two and a half years and did not want to give his home address. The business 

manager said that he worked at the local business. The agent concluded that the business

manager did not pose a threat to national security, and the investigation was closed in December

2000].

e. [Business Owner]

[The business owner, a Palestinian by birth and a U.S. citizen, owns a number of 

businesses in the San Diego area, including the business where al-Hazmi worked for several 

weeks. A number of the hijackers’ associates, including [ ] and [ ], also worked at 

this business. FBI records show that both al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi spent time socializing at the 

business].

[Page 189] 

[Before September 11, the business owner was in contact with an individual who told the 

FBI after September 11 that he was al-Hazmi’s best friend and that the individual had contact 

with an FBI informant who also had contacts with the hijackers.  The FBI also learned that the 

business owner had been associating with other persons with possible ties to the hijackers,

including Osama Bassnan, and it received reports that the business owner cheered upon learning 

of the September 11 attacks]. 

[The FBI conducted several investigations of the business owner prior to September 11. 

The first was opened in August 1991 upon receipt of reports from the San Diego Police 

Department that, during a traffic stop, he had stated that the United States needed another Pan 

Am 103 attack and that he could be the one to carry it out. The business owner also said that all 

Americans should be killed for what they did to Iraqis]. 

[During the investigation, the FBI developed information that the business owner was 

associated with members of the Palestinian Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), a 

known terrorist organization, in San Diego and Chicago. In 1994, San Diego police also 

received an anonymous call stating that the business owner was a PFLP member. The FBI 

received information in 1994 that he had threatened to kill a former Israeli intelligence officer 
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