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Spanish authorities intercepted a call to Yarkas on August 27, in which he was told, “we have 

entered the field of aviation and we have even slit the throat of the bird.” The FBI speculates 

that the “bird” represented the bald eagle, symbol of the United States. Yarkas, who was 

arrested by the Spanish on November 13, 2001, has met at least twice with Bin Ladin. A

Spanish indictment alleges that he had contacts with Mohammed Atta and Ramzi Bin al-Shibh. 

[

].

According to CIA documents, the U.S. Intelligence Community first became aware of 

Darkazanli in 1993 when a person arrested in Africa carrying false passports and counterfeit

money was found with Darkazanli’s telephone number. A CIA report notes that, despite careful 

scrutiny of Darkazanli and his business dealings, authorities were not able to make a case against 

him.

[Page 194] 

The FBI became interested in Darkazanli in 1998 after the arrests of Wadi El-Hage and 

Abu Hajer, operatives in Bin Ladin’s network. According to FBI documents, Darkazanli’s fax 

and telephone numbers were listed in El-Hage’s address book. El-Hage has been convicted for 

his role in the 1998 Embassy bombings and is in U.S. custody. The FBI also discovered that 

Darkazanli had power of attorney over a bank account belonging to Hajer, a high-ranking al-

Qa’ida member who has served on its Shura Council. Hajer is currently in U.S. custody. 

[

].

[Zammar had come to the CIA and FBI’s attention on numerous occasions before the 

September 11 attacks. CIA documents refers to Zammar as an Islamic extremist and note that 

his name has turned up in the possession of several extremists questioned or detained. Of

particular importance, [ ] in mid-1999 that 

Zammar was in direct contact with one of Bin Ladin’s senior operational coordinators]. 
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