spiritual leader of both Gama’at al- Islamiya and Egyptian Islamic Jihad. Although
the Intelligence Community has not established that Bin Ladin had a role in either plot, both
Yousef and Rahman were later determined to have ties to Bin Ladin. Both 1993 plots featured
the deliberate intent to kill thousands of innocents by a group composed of different nationalities

without a state sponsor, characteristics previously absent from terrorist schemes.

The new trend in terrorism became more apparent in January 1995 when Philippine
National Police discovered Ramzi Yousef’s bomb-making laboratory in Manila and arrested his
accomplice, Abdul Hakim Murad. Captured material and interrogations of Murad revealed
Yousef’s plot to kill the Pope, bomb the U.S. and Israeli embassies in Manila, blow up twelve
U.S. airliners over the Pacific Ocean, and crash a plane into CIA Headquarters. These plans
were known collectively as the “Bojinka Plot.” Murad was eventually convicted for his role in

the plot and is currently incarcerated in the United States.

It is worth noting that Murad was charged only for his involvement in the scheme to blow
up the airliners over the Pacific and not for the other aspects of the Bojinka Plot. Because the
plans to crash a plane into CIA Headquarters and to assassinate the Pope were only at the
“discussion” stage, prosecutors decided not to include those plots in the indictment. FBI agents
who were interviewed by the Joint Inquiry about the Bojinka Plot confirmed this tight focus on
the elements of the crime investigated and charged, explaining that the case was about a plan to
blow up twelve airliners and, therefore, other aspects of the plot were not relevant to the
prosecution. As a result, the Joint Inquiry was able to locate almost no references to the plan to

crash a plane into CIA Headquarters in the FBI’s investigatory files on the case.

The first World Trade Center bombing, the New York City landmarks plot, and the
Bojinka Plot pointed to a new form of terrorism. The plots revealed a growing threat from
persons who ascribed to a radical interpretation of Sunni Islam; they involved infliction of mass
casualties; and they confirmed that international terrorists were interested in attacking symbolic

targets within the United States, such as the World Trade Center.

The increasing development of religious-based terrorist organizations in the 1990s

contributed directly to the emergence of this new form. As Bruce Hoffman, a terrorism expert
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