Bin Ladin’s connection to the 1995 assassination attempt against Egyptian President Mubarak
and explained that “an al-Qa’ida defector [had] laid out for us Bin Ladin’s role as a head of a

global terrorist network.”

[In November 1995, five Americans were killed when the Office of Program
Management at a Saudi National Guard facility in Riyadh was bombed. According to the

Intelligence Community, the cumulative body of evidence eventually suggested that Bin Ladin

and a group he supported were responsible. [

In May or June 1996, Bin Ladin moved from Sudan to Afghanistan, where he was treated
as an honored guest of the Taliban, then the dominant political and military group. According to
DCI Tenet’s testimony before the Joint Inquiry, “[o]nce Bin Ladin found his safehaven in
Afghanistan, he defined himself publicly as a threat to the United States. In a series of

declarations, he made clear his hatred for Americans and all we represent.”

In August 1996, Bin Ladin issued a public fatwa or religious decree, authorizing attacks
by his followers against Western military targets on the Arabian Peninsula. In February 1998,
Bin Ladin and four other extremists issued another public fatwa expanding the 1996 fatwa to
include U.S. military and civilian targets anywhere in the world. In a May 1998 press

conference, Bin Ladin publicly discussed “bringing the war home to America.”

On August 7, 1998, two truck bombs destroyed U.S. embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. Two hundred twenty four people, including twelve Americans, were
killed in the attacks and 5,000 were injured. The Intelligence Community confirmed very
quickly that these attacks had been carried out by Bin Ladin’s terrorist network. The
attacks showed that the group was capable of carrying out simultaneous attacks and inflicting

mass casualties.

In early December 1999, the Jordanian government arrested members of a terrorist cell
that planned to attack religious sites and tourist hotels in connection with the Millennium
celebrations. About a week later, in mid-December 1999, Algerian extremist Ahmed Ressam

tried to enter the United States from Canada with bomb making chemicals and detonator
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