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The Joint Inquiry reviewed many intelligence reports, including:

• In June 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information from several sources 

that Bin Ladin was considering attacks in the United States, including Washington, 

D.C., and New York. This information was provided to [ ] senior 

government officials in July 1998. 

• In August 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that a group of 

unidentified Arabs planned to fly an explosive-laden plane from a foreign country 

into the World Trade Center. The information was passed to the FBI and the FAA. 

The latter found the plot to be highly unlikely, given the state of the foreign country’s 

aviation program.  Moreover, the agencies believed that a flight originating outside 

the United States would be detected before it reached its intended target inside the 

United States. The FBI’s New York office took no action on the information, filing 

the communication in the office’s bombing file. The Intelligence Community 

acquired additional information since then suggesting links between this group and 

other terrorist groups, including al-Qa’ida

• In September 1998, the Community prepared a memorandum detailing al-Qa’ida 

infrastructure in the United States, including the use of fronts for terrorist activities.

[page 209] This information was provided to [ ] senior government

officials in September 1998. 

• In September 1998, the Community obtained information that Bin Ladin’s next 

operation might involve flying an explosives-laden aircraft into a U.S. airport and 

detonating it. This information was provided to [ ] senior 

government officials in late 1998. 

• In October 1998, the Community obtained information that al-Qa’ida was trying to 

establish an operative cell within the United States. This information suggested an 

199
TOP SECRET 


