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• On December 14, 1999, Ahmed Ressam was arrested as he attempted to enter the 

United States from Canada, and chemicals and detonator materials were found in his 

car. Ressam’s intended target was Los Angeles International Airport. Ressam was 

later determined to have links to Bin Ladin’s terrorist network. 

• In February 2000, the Community obtained information that Bin Ladin was making

plans to assassinate U.S. intelligence officials, including the Director of the FBI. 

• In March 2000, the Community obtained information regarding the types of targets 

that operatives in Bin Ladin’s network might strike. The Statue of Liberty was 

specifically mentioned, as were skyscrapers, ports, airports, and nuclear power plants. 

• In March 2000, the Intelligence Community obtained information suggesting that Bin 

Ladin was planning attacks in specific West Coast areas, possibly involving the 

assassination of several public officials. 

• In April 2001, the Community obtained information from a source with terrorist 

connections who speculated that Bin Ladin was interested in commercial pilots as 

[page 211] potential terrorists. The source warned that the United States should not 

focus only on embassy bombings, that terrorists sought “spectacular and traumatic”

attacks and that the first World Trade Center bombing would be the type of attack 

that would be appealing. The source did not mention a timeframe for an attack. 

Because the source was offering personal speculation and not hard information, the 

information was not disseminated within the Intelligence Community. 

The Joint Inquiry did not find any comprehensive Intelligence Community list of Bin 

Ladin-related threats to the United States that was prepared and presented to policymakers before 

September 11. Such a compilation might have highlighted the volume of information the 

Community had acquired about Bin Ladin’s intention to strike inside the United States. 

[Nonetheless, the Intelligence Community did not leave unnoticed Bin Ladin’s February 

1998 declaration of war and intelligence reports indicating possible terrorist attacks inside the 
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