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attack might occur, they were widely disseminated within the Intelligence

Community].

• In May, the Intelligence Community obtained a report that Bin Ladin supporters were 

planning to infiltrate the United States by way of Canada to carry out a terrorist

operation using high explosives. This report mentioned without specifics an attack 

within the United States.  In July, this information was shared with the FBI, the 

Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Customs Service, and the State 

Department and was included in an intelligence report for senior government officials 

in August. 
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• In May, the Department of Defense acquired and shared with other elements of the 

Intelligence Community information suggesting that seven persons associated with 

Bin Ladin had departed various locations for Canada, the United Kingdom, and the 

United States.

• In June, CTC obtained information that key operatives in Bin Ladin’s organization 

were disappearing, while others were preparing for martyrdom.

• In July, the CTC became aware of a person who had recently been in Afghanistan 

who reported, “Everyone is talking about an impending attack.” The Intelligence

Community was also aware that Bin Ladin had stepped up his propaganda efforts in 

the preceding months.

• On August 16, the INS detained Zacarias Moussaoui in Minneapolis, Minnesota. His

conduct had aroused suspicions about why he was learning to fly large commercial 

aircraft and had prompted the flight school he was attending to contact the local FBI 

field office. FBI agents believed that Moussaoui might have intended to carry out a 

terrorist act.

• On August 23, CIA requested that al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi, who had first come to 

the attention of the CIA and NSA in 1999 as possible associates of Bin Ladin’s 
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