In January 1995, a Philippine National Police raid turned up material in a Manila
apartment suggesting that Ramzi Yousef, Abdul Murad, and Khalid Shaykh Mohammad
planned, among other things, to crash an airplane into CIA Headquarters. The police said
that the same group was responsible for the bombing of a Philippine airliner on
December 12, 1994. Information on the threat was passed to the FAA, which briefed

U.S. and major foreign carriers.

In January 1996, the Intelligence Community obtained information concerning a planned
suicide attack by persons associated with Shaykh al-Rahman and a key al-Qa’ida
operative to fly to the United States from Afghanistan and attack the White House.

In October 1996, the Intelligence Community obtained information regarding an Iranian
plot to hijack a Japanese plane over Israel and crash it into Tel Aviv. A passenger would
board the plane in the Far East, commandeer the aircraft, order it to fly over Tel Aviv,

and crash the plane into the city.

In 1997, an FBI Headquarters unit became concerned about the possibility that an
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) would be used in terrorist attacks. The FBI and CIA
became aware of reports that a group had purchased a UAV and concluded that the group
might use the plane for reconnaissance or attack. The possibility of an attack outside the
United States was thought to be more likely, for example, by flying a UAV into a U.S.

embassy or a U.S. delegation.

In August 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that a group, since
linked to al-Qa’ida, planned to fly an explosive-laden plane from a foreign country into
the World Trade Center. As explained earlier, the FAA found the plot to be highly
unlikely given the state of the foreign country’s aviation program. Moreover, the
agencies concluded that a flight originating outside the United States would be detected
before it reached its target. The FBI’s New York office took no action on the

information.
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