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• In September 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that Bin Ladin’s 

next operation might involve flying an explosives-laden aircraft into a U.S. airport and 

detonating it. This information was provided to senior government officials in late 1998. 

• In November 1998, the Intelligence Community obtained information that the Turkish 

Kaplancilar, an Islamic extremist group, had planned a suicide attack to coincide with 

celebrations marking the death of Ataturk, the founder of modern Turkey. The

conspirators, who were arrested, planned to crash an airplane packed with explosives into 

Ataturk’s tomb during a ceremony. The Turkish press said the group had cooperated 

with Bin Ladin, and the FBI’s New York office included this incident in a Bin Ladin 

database.

• In February 1999, the Intelligence Community obtained information that Iraq had formed

a suicide pilot unit that it planned to use against British and U.S. forces in the Persian

Gulf. The CIA commented that this was highly unlikely and probably disinformation.

• In March 1999, the Intelligence Community obtained information regarding plans by an 

al-Qa’ida member, who was a U.S. citizen, to fly a hang glider into the Egyptian

Presidential Palace and detonate explosives. The person, who received hang glider 

training in the United States, brought a hang glider to Afghanistan. However, various 

problems arose during the testing of the glider. He was subsequently arrested and is in 

custody abroad. 

• In April 2000, the Intelligence Community obtained information regarding an alleged Bin 

Ladin plot to hijack a Boeing 747. The source, a “walk-in” to the FBI’s Newark office,

claimed that he had learned hijacking techniques and received arms training in a 

Pakistani camp. He also claimed that he was to meet five or six persons in the United 

States. Some of these persons would be pilots who had been instructed to take over a 

plane, fly to Afghanistan, or, if they could not make it there, blow the plane up. Although

[page 222] the source passed a polygraph, the Bureau was unable to verify any aspect of 

his story or identify his contacts in the United States. 
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