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mind, we look forward to cooperating with the new National Commission on Terrorist 

Attacks Upon the United States and the continuing oversight efforts of the House and 

Senate Intelligence Committees.

During the course of this Inquiry, these Committees have held nine public 

hearings as well as thirteen closed sessions in which classified information has been 

considered. In addition, the Joint Inquiry Staff has reviewed almost 500,000 pages of 

relevant documents from the Intelligence Community agencies and other sources, of 

which about 100,000 pages have been selected for incorporation into the Joint Inquiry’s 

records. The Staff also has conducted approximately 300 interviews, and has participated 

in numerous briefings and panel discussions, that have involved almost 600 individuals 

from the Intelligence Community agencies, other U.S. Government organizations, state 

and local entities, and representatives of the private sector and foreign governments.

Thus, the Inquiry has sought and considered information from agencies 

throughout the Intelligence Community and other parts of the federal government; from 

relevant state and local authorities; and from private sector and foreign government

individuals and organizations. This report is based on information gathered by the 

Committees throughout this Inquiry as well as testimony and exhibits received during the 

course of both the closed and open hearings. Consistent with the need to protect the 

national security, [page 2] the Committees will also subsequently issue an unclassified
*version of this report for public release.

The statement of the Committees’ findings and recommendations in Part I of this 

report includes only a brief summary of the nature of the terrorist threat that faced the 

United States, and the Intelligence Community, in the years that preceded the vicious 

attacks of September 11, 2001. Given the scope of the information and issues considered 

during the course of this Inquiry, these findings and recommendations can only be 

completely understood against the background of the full hearing and investigative 

record. To provide that context, a detailed description of the hearings and investigative

work of the Joint Inquiry is contained in Part II of this report.1

* This is the unclassified version of the original classified report that was approved by the Joint Inquiry.
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