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suggests that, despite providing the FBI with other, less critical, information about the 

Malaysia meeting, the CIA did not advise the FBI about al-Mihdhar’s U.S. visa and the 

very real possibility that he would travel to the United States. The CIA stated its belief 

that the visa information was sent to the FBI and produced a cable indicating that this had 

been done.*

The FBI, for its part, had no record the visa information was received. Although

the facts of the Malaysia meeting were included in several briefings for senior FBI 

officials, including FBI Director Louis Freeh, no record could be found that the visa 

information was part of these briefings. 
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[On March 5, 2000, CIA Headquarters received a cable from an overseas CIA 

station indicating that Nawaf al-Hazmi had traveled to Los Angeles, California on 

January 15, 2000. The following day, March 6, CIA Headquarters received a message

from another CIA station noting its “interest” in the first cable’s “information that a 

member of this group had traveled to the U.S.” The CIA did not act on either message,

again did not watchlist al-Hazmi or al-Mihdhar, and, again, did not advise the FBI of 

their possible presence in the United States. In 2000, these same two individuals had 

numerous contacts with an active FBI counterterrorism informant while they were living 

in San Diego, California]. 

On January 4, 2001, CIA acquired information that Khallad, a principal planner in 

the bombing of USS Cole, had, along with al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi, attended the 

January 2000 meeting in Malaysia. Again, the CIA did not watchlist these two 

individuals. At the time, al-Mihdhar was abroad, but al-Hazmi was still in the United 

States. FBI Director Robert Mueller testified to the Joint Inquiry that: “al-Mihdhar’s role 

in the September 11 plot . . . before his re-entry into the United States may well have 

been that of the coordinator and organizer of . . . the non-pilot hijackers.” 

In May 2001, the CIA provided FBI Headquarters with photographs taken in 

Malaysia, including one of al-Mihdhar, for purposes of identifying another Cole bombing

* In interviews, CIA personnel could not confirm that the visa information had in fact been provided to the
FBI.
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