[ ]. After September 11, the

FBI determined from domestic toll records that it was in fact the hijacker Khalid al-
Mihdhar who had made these communications and that he had done so from within the
United States. The Intelligence Community did not identify what was critically
important information in terms of the domestic threat to the United States: the
fact that the communications were between individuals within the United States and
suspected terrorist facilities overseas. That kind of information could have provided
crucial investigative leads to law enforcement agencies engaged in domestic

counterterrorist efforts].

[Two Hijackers Had Numerous Contacts with an Active FBI Informant]

5.d. [This Joint Inquiry confirmed that these same two future hijackers,
Khalid al-Mihdhar and Nawaf al-Hazmi, had numerous contacts with a long
time FBI counterterrorism informant in California and that a third future
hijacker, Hani Hanjour, apparently had more limited contact with the same
informant. In mid- to late-2000, the CIA already had information indicating
that al-Mihdhar had a multiple entry U.S. visa and that al-Hazmi had in fact
traveled to Los Angeles, but the two had not been watchlisted and
information suggesting that two suspected terrorists could well be in the
United States had not yet been given to the FBI. The San Diego FBI field
office, which handled the informant in question, did not receive that
information or any of the other intelligence information pertaining to al-
Mihdhar and al-Hazmi, prior to September 11, 2001. As a result, the FBI
missed the opportunity to task a uniquely well-positioned informant -- who
denies having any advance knowledge of the plot --- to collect information
about the hijackers and their plans within the United States.]

Discussion: [Nawaf al-Hazmi and Khalid al-Mihdhar had numerous contacts with
a long-time FBI counterterrorism informant while they were living in San Diego,
California. There are several indications that hijacker Hani Hanjour may have had more

limited contact with the same informant in December 2000.]

[During the summer of 2000, the informant advised the FBI handling agent that
the informant had contacts with two individuals named “Nawaf” and “Khalid”. The
informant described meeting these individuals. The informant described the two to the
FBI agent as Saudi Muslim youths who were legally in the United States to visit and

attend school. The FBI agent did not, at the time, consider these individuals to be of
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