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interest to the [page 19] FBI. While the agent says he asked the informant for the 

individuals’ last names, the informant never provided that information and the FBI agent 

did not press for the names because he had no reason to think they were significant until

after September 11, 2001.] 

[ ]

[During one of their last contacts, al-Hazmi advised the informant that he was moving to 

Arizona to attend flight training, but the informant did not advise the FBI of this 

information until after the September 11 attacks].

[When the FBI’s San Diego field office determined after the attacks that a long-

time FBI counterterrorism informant had had numerous contacts in 2000 with two of the 

September 11 hijackers, personnel there were immediately suspicious about whether the 

informant was involved in the plot. Subsequently, however, all of the field office 

personnel, including senior managers and various case agents, concluded that the 

informant was unwitting of, and had no role in, the September 11 plot]. 

[Several questions remain, however, with regard to the informant’s credibility.

First, while there are several indications suggesting that future hijacker Hani Hanjour had 

contact with the informant in December 2000, the informant has repeatedly advised the

FBI that the informant does not recognize photos of Hanjour. Second, the informant told 

the FBI that the hijackers did nothing to arouse the informant’s suspicion, but the 

informant also acknowledged that al-Hazmi had contacts with at least four individuals 

the informant knew were of interest to the FBI and about whom the informant had 

previously reported to the FBI. Third, the informant has made numerous inconsistent 

statements to the FBI during the course of interviews after September 11, 2001. Fourth, 

the informant’s responses during an FBI polygraph examination to very specific 

questions about the informant’s advance knowledge of the September 11 plot were 

judged by the FBI to be “inconclusive,” although the FBI asserts that this type of result is 

not unusual for such individuals in such circumstances].
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