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Hanjour. [This individual] left the United States in April 2000 and returned in June 2001, 

remaining in the United States for approximately one month. The FBI now speculates 

that [the individual] may have returned to the United States either to evaluate Hanjour's

flying skills, or to provide Hanjour with his final training on the flight simulator before 

the September 11 attacks. [The individual] was an experienced flight instructor who was 

certified to fly Boeing 737s. 

The FBI also has determined since September 11, 2001 that another individual 

mentioned in the Phoenix communication – [ ] -- is also connected 

to the al-Qa'ida network. [ ] was arrested at an al-Qa'ida safehouse in 

Pakistan in 2002 along with [ ], one of the most prominent al-Qa'ida

facilitators.

The FBI Investigation of Zacarias Moussaoui 

5.f. In August 2001, the FBI’s Minneapolis field office, in conjunction 
with the INS, detained Zacarias Moussaoui, a French national who
had enrolled in flight training in Minnesota. FBI agents there also 
suspected that Moussaoui was involved in a hijacking plot. FBI
Headquarters attorneys determined that there was not probable cause 
to obtain a court order to search Moussaoui’s belongings under the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). However, personnel at 
FBI Headquarters, including the Radical Fundamentalist Unit and 
the National Security Law Unit, as well as agents in the Minneapolis 
field office, misunderstood the legal standard for obtaining an order 
under FISA. As a result, FBI Minneapolis field office personnel 
wasted valuable investigative resources trying to connect the Chechen 
rebels to al-Qa’ida. Finally, no one at the FBI apparently connected 
the Moussaoui investigation with the heightened threat environment
[page 24] in the summer of 2001, the Phoenix communication, or the 
entry of al-Mihdhar and al-Hazmi into the United States. 

Discussion: On February 23, 2001, Moussaoui entered the United States at 

Chicago’s O’Hare Airport, traveling on a French passport that allowed him to stay in the 

country without a visa for 90 days, until May 22, 2001. On August 11, 2001, Moussaoui 

and his roommate arrived in Eagan, Minnesota to begin classes at Pan Am, a flight school 

that offered training on a Boeing 747 flight simulator used by professional pilots. 
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