The Minneapolis field office agent testified to the Inquiry that Minneapolis agents
decided not to try to obtain a criminal search warrant to search Moussaoui’s belongings
as that might prejudice any subsequent efforts to get a court order for a physical search
under FISA. The FBI field office agent contacted the CTC, which then advised CIA
stations abroad about Moussaoui and asked them in an August 25 cable to provide any
relevant information they might have. Based on information provided by the FBI’s
Minneapolis field office, that cable described Moussaoui and his roommate as “suspect
747 airline attackers” and a “suspect airline suicide attacker,” who might be “involved in

a larger plot to target airlines traveling from Europe to the U.S.....”

On August 21, 2001, the Minneapolis field office agent sent an e-mail to the RFU
supervisory agent at FBI Headquarters stating: “[It is] imperative that the [U.S. Secret
Service] be apprised of this threat potential indicated by the evidence....If [Moussaoui]
seizes an aircraft flying from Heathrow to NYC, it will have the fuel on board to reach
DC.” In an interview, the FBI Headquarters agent to whom the message was addressed
said that he told the Minneapolis field office agent that he was working on a notification
to the entire Intelligence Community and the Secret Service about the threat presented by
Moussaoui. The RFU supervisory agent did send a teletype message to the Intelligence
Community and other U.S. Government agencies, including the FAA, on September 4,
2001. That message reported the FBI’s interviews of Moussaoui and his roommate, as
well as other information the FBI had obtained. The teletype, however, merely described

the steps in the investigation and did not place Moussaoui’s actions in the
context of the
increased level of terrorist threats during the summer of 2001. Nor did it provide its
recipients with any analysis of Moussaoui’s actions or plans, or information about what

type of threat he may have presented.

[On August 22, the FBI legal attache’s office in Paris provided a report to the

RFU and the Minneapolis field office that contained information {

]. The FBI’s receipt of this information began a series of discussions
between the Minneapolis field office and FBI Headquarters focusing on whether the

Chechen rebels were a “recognized” foreign power for purposes of obtaining approval to
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