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[The indictment against Moussaoui, which was filed on December 11, 2001, alleges that 

Moussaoui possessed a number of items on August 16, 2001. On that day, which is when FBI 

and INS agents first interviewed him, the INS took Moussaoui’s possessions for safekeeping. 

Absent search authority, however, the possessions were not examined at that time. As it turned 

out, according to the indictment, Moussaoui’s possessions included letters indicating that 

Moussaoui was a marketing consultant in the United States for Infocus Tech. The letters had 

been signed by Yazid Sufaat, whom the Intelligence Community was aware was the owner of the 

Malaysian condominium in which the January 2000 al-Qa’ida meeting attended by hijackers al-

Mihdhar and al-Hazmi had been held. The indictment also alleges that Moussaoui possessed a 

notebook listing two German telephone numbers and the name “Ahad Sabet,” which, the 

indictment states, was used by Ramzi Bin al-Shibh to send funds to Moussaoui. Bin al-Shibh, 

who was apprehended in Pakistan in September 2002, is named in the indictment as a supporting 

conspirator].

Hijackers In Contact With Persons of FBI Investigative Interest 

in the United States 

5.g. The Joint Inquiry confirmed that at least some of the hijackers were not 
as isolated during their time in the United States as has been previously
suggested. Rather, they maintained a number of contacts both in the United 
[page 28] States and abroad during this time period. Some of those contacts 
were with individuals who were known to the FBI, through either past or, at 
the time, ongoing FBI inquiries and investigations. Although it is not known
to what extent any of these contacts in the United States were aware of the 
plot, it is now clear that they did provide at least some of the hijackers with
substantial assistance while they were living in this country.

Discussion: The Intelligence Community had information indicating the potential 

existence of an al-Qa’ida support network in the United States prior to the attacks, and 

this was consistent with al-Qai’da’s modus operandi in previous attacks. The FBI had, to 

some degree, focused sources and investigative work on radical Islamic extremists within 

the United States prior to September 11. Former National Security Advisor Sandy Berger 

testified that, during his time in office, the FBI view had been that “al-Qa’ida had limited

capacity to operate in the United States and any presence here was under surveillance.” 
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