
TOP SECRET 
been seeking more information about Darkazanli. [

].

After September 11, 2001, it was determined that these same two individuals had 

been associates in Hamburg of hijackers Mohamed Atta, Marwan al-Shehhi, and Ziad 

Jarrah, as well as other individuals, such as Ramzi bin al-Shibh, who are now believed to 

have been involved in the September 11 plot. In fact, the FBI now believes that Zammar 

recruited Atta, al-Shehhi, and Jarrah into Al Qaeda, and encouraged their participation in 

the September 11 attacks. 
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Khalid Shaykh Mohammad 

5.i. Prior to September 11, the Intelligence Community had information linking
Khalid Shaykh Mohammed (KSM), now recognized by the Intelligence
Community as the mastermind of the attacks, to Bin Ladin, to terrorist plans to 
use aircraft as weapons, and to terrorist activity in the United States. The
Intelligence Community, however, relegated KSM to rendition target status 
following his 1996 indictment in connection with the Bojinka Plot and, as a 
result, focused primarily on his location, rather than his activities and place in 
the al-Qa’ida hierarchy. The Community also did not recognize the significance
of reporting in June 2001 concerning KSM’s active role in sending terrorists to 
the United States, or the facilitation of their activities upon arriving in the 
United States. Collection efforts were not targeted on information about KSM 
that might have helped better understand al-Qa’ida’s plans and intentions, and 
KSM’s role in the September 11 attacks was a surprise to the Intelligence
Community.

Discussion: [According to information obtained by the Intelligence Community from 

several sources after September 11, 2001, Khalid Shaykh Mohammed (KSM) -- also known 

as “Mukhtar” (Arabic for “The Brain”) -- masterminded the September 11 attacks. The

information indicates that KSM presented a plan to Usama Bin Ladin to mount an attack 

using small rental aircraft filled with explosives. Usama Bin Ladin reportedly suggested

using even larger planes. Thus, the idea of hijacking commercial airliners took hold. 
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