Thereafter, KSM reportedly instructed and trained the hijackers for their mission, including

directing them to undergo pilot training].

KSM came to the attention of the Intelligence Community as a terrorist in early 1995
when he was linked to Ramzi Yousef’s “Bojinka Plot” in the Philippines. One portion of that
plot involved the idea of crashing an airplane into CIA Headquarters. Through additional
intelligence and investigative efforts in 1995, KSM was also connected to the first World
Trade Center bombing. He was indicted by a U.S. grand jury in January 1996. The
indictment was kept under seal until 1998 while the FBI and CIA attempted to locate him and
arrange to take him into custody. Subsequently, indications were received that he might have

been involved in the East Africa U.S. Embassy bombings.

[In June 2001, [——] disseminated a report to all Intelligence Community

agencies, ], military commanders, and components in the Treasury and Justice
Departments emphasizing KSM’s ties to Bin Ladin as well as his continuing travel

to the United States. The report explained that KSM appears to be one of Bin Ladin’s most
trusted lieutenants and was active in recruiting people to travel outside Afghanistan,
including to the United States, on behalf of Bin Ladin. According to the report, he traveled
frequently to the United States, including as recently as May 2001, and routinely told others
that he could arrange their entry into the United States as well. Reportedly, these individuals
were expected to establish contact with colleagues already there. The clear implication of his
comments, according to the report, was that they would be engaged in planning terrorist-

related activities].

Although this particular report was sent from the CIA to the FBI, neither agency
apparently recognized the significance of a Bin Ladin lieutenant sending terrorists to the
United States and asking them to establish contacts with colleagues already there. CTC
questioned this report at the time and commented: “We doubt the real [KSM] would do
this...because if it is [KSM], we have both a significant threat and an opportunity to pick him
up.” Neither the CIA nor the FBI has been able to confirm whether KSM had in fact been

traveling to the United States or sending recruits here prior to September 11.

[Terrorist Communications in September 2001]
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