
·  “Budget requests specifically tied to counter-terrorism were generally approved, 

according to OMB officials.”15

Yet officials from the intelligence agencies contended after the fact that the enhanced 

resources they received were not sufficient to meet the growing threat. One officer of the 

Counter-Terrorism Center claimed she was told when appeals for more resources were rejected: 

“People [will] have to die for them to get resources.”16

Director of Central Intelligence George Tenet is in a rare and privileged position of having 

a personal audience with the President on a near-daily basis. When the Director of Central 

Intelligence declares war on Al Qaeda, as George Tenet did in 1998, we should see a dramatic

effect. Did he press his case with President Clinton that he did not have enough people or 

resources? What he said in written testimony before the joint committees on October 17, 2002 is 

that the CIA prepared a policy-and-objectives statement in early 1997 that reflected a 

determination to go on the offensive against terrorism. Director Tenet: 

“The submission outlined our Counter-Terrorism Center’s offensive operations, listing as 

their goals to ‘render the masterminds, disrupt terrorist infrastructure, infiltrate terrorist groups, 

and work with foreign partners.’ . . . It highlighted efforts to work with the FBI in a bold bid to 

destroy the infrastructure of major terrorist groups worldwide. 

15Final JIS Report, Tab E, p. 19. 

16Final JIS Report, Tab E, p. 14. 
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