-- NSC-Level Information: There were several areas of counterterrorism

intelligence policy development where insight into discussions involving the DCI, CIA
and other Intelligence Community officials, and personnel at the National Security
Council and White House levels would have been helpful in determining why certain
options and programs were or were not pursued in particular time frames. Access to
most information that involved NSC-level discussions was blocked, however, by the
White House. Even agency documents that were drafted in anticipation of NSC
discussion were denied to the Inquiry as “pre-decisional.” The Inquiry also was denied
access to, or a briefing concerning, the findings and conclusions of the report of the
National Security Presidential Directive-5 Commission on Intelligence Reform chaired

by Lt.Gen. Brent Scowcroft.

-- Interview of the DCI: The Joint Inquiry attempted to schedule an interview of DCI

George Tenet in order to solicit his recollections, understandings and opinions
regarding a host of questions relating to policy, resource, organizational, authority,
priorities, and other issues that had been developed during the Inquiry. Such an
interview was at first delayed and then made conditional on further discussions with
DCI staff. Ultimately, the DCI testified at length in closed and open sessions before the

Joint Inquiry and the interview was denied on that basis.

-- [Interview of FBI Informant: On August 8, 2002, the FBI informed the Joint Inquiry
that two of the hijackers had numerous contacts with a long time FBI counterterrorism
informant. The Joint Inquiry made numerous requests to the FBI to interview the
informant in an effort to resolve some of the inconsistencies in the informant's reporting
and to better evaluate how effectively the FBI utilized the informant. The FBI,
supported by the Attorney General and the Administration, refused to make the
informant available for an interview or to serve a Congressional deposition notice and
subpoena on the informant, whose whereabouts were known to the FBI at the time.

The FBI also strongly objected to a Joint Inquiry interview of the informant, citing
concerns about adverse impact on FBI efforts to recruit future informants. The Joint

Inquiry instead agreed with a suggestion by FBI officials that, as an initial step, written



