New York City’s World Trade Center

1.2.2 The Towers
The Buildings

The focus of the complex was on the two towers, each taller than any other building in the world at that
time. The roof of WTC 1 was 1,368 ft above the Concourse Level, 6 ft taller than WTC 2, and supported
a 360 ft tall antenna mast for television and radio transmission. The footprint of each tower was a square,
about 210 ft on a side (approximately an acre), with the corners of the tower beveled 9 ft 9 in. Internally,
each floor was a square, about 206 ft on a side.’

The superb vistas from the top of such buildings virtually demanded public space from which to view
them, and The Port Authority responded. The 107" floor of WTC 1 housed a gourmet restaurant and bar
with views of the Hudson River and New Jersey to the west, the skyscrapers of midtown Manhattan to the
north, the East River and Queens and Brooklyn to the east, the Statue of Liberty to the southwest, and the

th

Atlantic Ocean to the south. Similar views could be seen from observation decks on the 107" floor and
the roof of WTC 2.
Table 11 shows the use of the floors, which was similar but not identical in the two towers.
Table 1-1. Use of floors in the WTC towers.
Floor(s) WTC 1 WTC 2
Roof Antenna space and window washing Outdoor observation deck and window
equipment washing equipment
110 Television studios Mechanical equipment
108, 109 Mechanical equipment Mechanical equipment
107 Windows on the World restaurant Indoor observation deck
106 Catering Tenant space
79 through 105 Tenant space Tenant space
78 Skylobby, tenant space Skylobby, tenant space
77 Tenant space Tenant space
75,76 Mechanical equipment Mechanical equipment
45 through 74 Tenant space Tenant space
44 Skylobby, cafeteria, tenant space Skylobby, tenant space
43 Port Authority space Tenant space
41,42 Mechanical equipment Mechanical equipment
9 through 40 Tenant space Tenant space
7,8 Mechanical floors Mechanical floors
Concourse through 6 6-story lobby 6-story lobby

? Extensive details regarding all aspects of this report are found in the supporting Investigation reports listed in Appendix B. A
subject index of those reports appears as Appendix C to this report. Those reports, in turn, cite the numerous documents made
available to the Investigation Team. To maintain continuity, citations of the source documents are not included in this report.
They are found in the supporting Investigation reports.

NIST NCSTAR 1, WTC Investigation 5



