Chapter 3

3.2 9:02:59 Am. EDT

Sixteen and a half minutes after the first impact, five hijackers flew United Airlines (UA) Flight 175, with
9 crew and 51 passengers, into WTC 2 at about 540 mph, about 100 mph faster than AA Flight 11

(Figure 3—1). UA 175 was also a Boeing 767-200ER and had also left Boston, bound for Los Angeles. It
flew into WTC 2 carrying about 9,100 gal (62,000 1Ib) of jet fuel, evenly distributed between the inboard
portions of the left and right wing tanks. The cargo bay held about 9 tons of luggage, mail, electrical
equipment, and food. Combining this with the combustible cabin materials and luggage, the plane
brought about 14 tons of solid combustibles into the tower with it.
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Figure 3—1. Imminent impact of United Airlines Flight 175 with WTC 2.

3.3 THE IMMEDIATE DAMAGE

The aircraft completely disappeared into the building in a fifth of a second. In response to the force of the
collision, the top of the tower swayed 27 in. to the north, taking 2.6 s to reach the maximum
displacement. UA Flight 175 was heading approximately 15 degrees cast of Plan North” when it hit the
south face of WTC 2 about 23 ft east of the center. The off-center impact twisted the upper part of the
tower in a counterclockwise movement. The building vibrated in the north-south direction, along with a
twisting motion, with the amplitude decreasing steadily with each oscillation.

The center of the nose of the plane struck at the 81 floor slab. The plane was banked 38 degrees to the
left (right wing upward) and was heading slightly (6 degrees) downward from the horizontal. Since the

7 Plan North was approximately 29 degrees clockwise from True North.
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